AECHMEA X ‘FOSTER'S FAVORITE FAVORITE' That astonishing variegated hybrid by
M. B. FOSTER in Brom Soc Bull. 13(3):64-5. 1963
This striking variegated variety has a rather interesting history. Both of the parents were new

discoveries, found in Brasil on the first and second Foster Expeditions: Aechmea racinae in 1939 and Aechmea victoriana var. discolor in 1940.

Little did we anticipate the results that were to be realized from the first cross pollination that I made between these plants in 1945. The cross was made both ways and the results were the same regardless of which species was used as the maternal parent.

In 1946 the first progeny of this cross appeared; when the plants matured I gave them the name of Aechmea 'Foster's Favorite’. ln 1949 this new hybrid was granted the first patent that had ever been given to a bromeliad.

It was then introduced into horticulture and soon became a favorite hybrid for collectors; it is now to be found in many countries throughout the world.

In 1951 one of these seedlings showed a thin, white streak in one of its mahogany colored leaves. I kept it isolated and hoped with much eagerness that more leaves would show this sign of mutation, but none appeared. When this plant reached maturity it flowered and then started its production of offshoots; one by one they came, but with no variegated leaves until the fourth one began to develop. This latest one had early signs of variegation, so I severed

all of the first offshoots and allowed the rather overworked parent plant to give all its nourishment to this one interesting offspring, which was soon growing on its own roots. It became a feast for the eyes.

In 1953, when it had grown to a fully developed flowering plant, it began sending out new offshoots, every one beautifully variegated with green, white, pink and maroon-red stripes; then I decided that if this astonishing characteristic would persist it must have a name. But what could we call this new creation? It defied a name! It had become a variation far beyond our wildest dreams! Basically it was still the Ae. x 'Foster's Favorite' plant, all right, but it had an added dividend that surpassed all other plants; it was, truly, a favorite of all the 'Favorite'

offshoots. It was certainly Ae. x 'Foster's Favorite Favorite' and, was so christened.

I have never seen a variegated bromeliad that is more consistent in its production of the same lovely colored stripes. For ten years it has been the most attractive, admired and coveted bromeliad in our greenhouses!

